


RG is a multiracial community of young people 
(18-35 years old) with access to wealth or 
class privilege committed to the equitable 

distribution of wealth, land, and power

We organize the wealthiest 10% of 18-35 
year olds based on their individual or family 

access to wealth and assets. 

What is Resource 
Generation?



What is ‘social justice 
philanthropy’ to RG?

...different than traditional or mainstream 
philanthropy in 2 key ways
- Led by/accountable to poor and 

working-class communities/movements
- Addresses root causes of wealth 

inequality and social, racial, economic 
injustice















● How does Resource Generation’s class-centered 
programming impact a young person with access to 
wealth’s (18-35 years old) individual giving and social 
justice involvement over time?

● What motivates young people with access to wealth to 
give to grassroots social justice movements?

● What factors lead to a member of the RG community 
(a young person with access to wealth) to significantly 
increase their giving?

Through the online RG Resource 
Survey, we aim to answer and 
explore:



Survey timeline 
and logistics 
details

-before (preparing the survey)
-during (outreach, people 
actively taking survey)
-after (analyze results)



● Before
○ Who was involved?
○ Built on previous waves of 

research in 09, ‘12, ‘15
○ MMMC money survey
○ Goal = get 300 people within 

RG community to complete 
survey (exceeded this goal)

Context about how/logistics of surcey



● During
○ Launched in 2018
○ Distributed over 3 month 

period in summer ‘18
○ Significant staff and chapter 

capacity involvement 
○ End with 771 people who 

answered some part of 
survey 

Context about how/logistics of surcey



● After
● Data analyzed with SPSS and Stata
● Sharing process and results with 

staff/board, others
● Significant time on analysis 

Context about how/logistics of surcey



INITIAL KEY 
FINDINGS

● RG’s overall access to wealth
● RG involvement significantly increases 

giving in various ways 
● Vast majority of RG members give to 

social justice philanthropy! 
○ Led by most impacted/addresses 

root causes of wealth inequality 



$1.9 billion 
Total net assets as individuals

Median net assets as individuals
$562,012 - white people

$299,917 - people of color

 

INITIAL KEY FINDINGS - who is RG?

$22 billion
Total net assets among 
RG survey respondents 
through their families

RG’s overall access to wealth



INITIAL KEY FINDINGS - who is RG?

Snapshot of how we asked 
these questions



● Race
● Gender
● Religious identity
● Age
● Political views
● Have kids?
● Location
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Who makes 
up RG?



race
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Who makes up RG?



gender
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Who makes up RG?



Religion/religious background

● Buddhist 6% 
● Christian 42%
● Hindu 1.5% 
● Muslim 1.3% 
● Jewish 35% 
● Other 115 
● None 21% 
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Who makes up RG?



Age: 29 years old 
(median)

Political views: 
progressive, 
radical, socialist, 
liberal, left/leftist, 
democratic/democ
rat, and 
anti-capitalist
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Who makes up RG?

Kids? A significant 
majority of respondents 
are not parents; 
only 12% have children.

Majority live in these 
states

California (93)

New York (79)

Massachusetts (74)

Washington State (40) 



How we have access to wealth 
currently
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55% - inheritance and/or 
gifts (money, stocks, 
land, property, etc)

26.49% - employment

12% - receive annual income for 
the 90th percentile for young 
people 18-35, $105,000 or more. 

3% are people from poor, 
working, or middle-class 
background who are partners of 
young people with wealth. 

19% have a family foundation or 
family giving vehicle.

35.8% - identified as an 
individual with “high net 
wealth,” which means 
having access to over $1 
million in assets or their 
family has over $10 
million in assets.



RG involvement increased 
overall giving for all

Most increase among dues-paying 
members (16x more after RG 
involvement)
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How RG increases giving to social justice philanthropy



Majority of money moved by RGers goes 
to social justice philanthropy

● $10 million was donated by YPWW affiliated 
with Resource Generation in 2017

● $8M of $10M moved in RG community went to 
SJP/grassroots orgs

INITIAL KEY FINDINGS - RG RESOURCE SURVEY

RG is moving money into social justice philanthropy



What RGers give to
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RG is moving money into social justice philanthropy



Most impactful RG 
programs or events
● Making Money Make Change

● Having a ‘giving plan’
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Motivations & obstacles to giving

INITIAL KEY FINDINGS - RG RESOURCE SURVEY

Top obstacles

1. Not being sure how much they 
should be giving or how much 
they should be saving

2. Fear about not having a large 
enough safety net or that I won’t 
have my needs met or the 
needs met of people I’m close 
to

3. I don’t have full access to my 
money yet

4. I have a hard time prioritizing 
the time to take the actions I 
want to take

Top motivations

1. Understanding that my wealth is 
related to a history of racialized 
capitalism and other people’s 
suffering

2. Involvement in grassroots 
organizing with working class 
people and people of color

3. Urgent need for rapid response 
funding to a political crisis or 
uprising

4. Being supported by a community of 
peers with shared political vision or 
practices



Obstacles to giving
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Motivations to giving

INITIAL KEY FINDINGS - RG RESOURCE SURVEY



Q & A
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NEXT STEPS
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Next steps for the RG 
Resource Survey….


