
Breakdown of Class Characteristics 
& Income Brackets
This resource will help you identify your class experience(s).

Class is a system of power based on perceived social and economic status. While closely connected, class 
and money are not the same thing. The class we are raised in strongly shapes our values, beliefs, and expec-
tations. These imprints deeply inform our ways of thinking and acting throughout life. For most people, the 
class we are raised in is the primary determining factor of what economic bracket we will stay within. While 
income level often comes with many of the class patterns and cultures associated with it, this isn’t always 
true. For this reason, classed experiences are separated from hard numbers below.

Class is a much less mobile category than dominant narratives in the United States would have us believe. The 
majority of people in the U.S. have limited or no class mobility. Some people, however, do experience upward 
or downward class mobility and an associated range of different life experiences. And some people grow up in 
a mixed-class households and have different class patterns and norms demonstrated or modeled on different 
sides of their family.

For the purposes of Resource Generation’s work, we believe that internalized class privilege has strong staying 
power for upper-class people who are downwardly mobile, and that internalized privilege also appears quickly 
for people who are newly wealthy.

Here are some examples of this:

Please use the guide to help locate yourself and your family. These numbers are based in the U.S, some 
international perspective can be found here.

• A person from wealth with multiple degrees and no student loans who has gone bankrupt
 • This person is in the bottom economic bracket but still has the safety-net and privileges of being  
 raised owning-class
• A person who grew up working-class who, as determined by their income/salary, is among the top 10% 
highest paid people in the U.S.
 • Though they do not have the same lifetime of social training as someone raised upper-class, money  
 offers this person access to certain spaces and power; They will begin to internalize class privilege.
• A middle or upper-class person who works a low paying job (i.e. — barista, non-profit)
 • Compared to a poor or working-class person, it’s more likely that working a low-paying job is their  
 choice rather than one of necessity. This person might experience economic insecurity but they will  
 retain the privileges that allow them to make more money, change careers in the future, and might  
 be able to access their family’s safety net throughout their lifetime. 

INCOME AND WEALTH: 2016 AND 2017 DATA

*A family is defined by the United States Census Bureau for statistical purposes as “a group of two 
people or more (one of whom is the householder) related by birth, marriage, or adoption and residing 
together; all such people (including related subfamily members) are considered as members of one 
family.”
**Wealth is what you own minus what you owe.

At Resource Generation, we organize young people (18-35 years old) with access to current or future 
wealth through family or a high-income in the top 10% of the U.S. economy. Think you might fall into the 
top 10% and want to be a member of Resource Generation? More info on the richest 10% of U.S.-ians 
here. 
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